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LETTER FROM THE EDITORS

Dear Colleagues,

As a relatively new physicist to the SSRMP community, having arrived in Lugano in January 2011, I
would like to introduce myself. I did my postgraduate studies at the University of Wisconsin-Madison
medical physics program where I specialized in radiation therapy. Most recently before coming to
Switzerland I worked as a clinical medical physicist at Beth Israel Medical Center in NYC. I look forward
to meeting those of you whom I have not yet met and to sharing many fruitful collaborations in the future.

I want to thank the SSRMP board and my fellow editors for allowing me to participate, and I hope to
bring more energy to the group in its preparation and care of the SSRMP bulletin.

Kind regards,

Nathan Corradini

Dear Colleagues,

Springtime has arrived in Switzerland with its blossoming colors of wild primrose, crocus, and forsythia!
Such a wonderful annual event beckons us to the mountains to hike and to enjoy other natural escapades.

We want to thank everyone who has contributed to this issue. It is only with such contributions that the
bulletin may remain an active means of communication within our society and a valuable font of
professional interest and collaboration. With this said, we ask that everyone contribute when they are able
to, whether it be by providing reviews of attended conferences, working group updates, member updates,
or just general articles of interest. All contributions are welcome!

In an attempt to familiarize the Swiss radiation oncology community to one another’s centers we will be
starting a new section in the bulletin entitled "Spotlight on". In each issue, one center will be featured in
which they describe their center and anything of interest that they would like others to know, e.g. who
works there, technologies implemented, and current activities. An example of the "Spotlight on" section is
included in this bulletin for everyone to view. If you are interested in having your center be featured then
please send an email to one of the editors.

Until the next issue we wish everyone much sun and many springtime barbeques!

Nathan Corradini, Shelley Bulling, and Regina Müller
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P r e s i d e n t ’ s  l e t t e r

Dear colleagues,

The new radiation protection ordinance will soon be submitted for the consultation process. However,
before that phase begins, BAG has asked SSRMP to propose a definition of what is a medical physicist.
The proposition is the following:

"Wer einen Bachelor of Science in Physik und einen Master of Science in Naturwissenschaften an einer
Universität (oder ETH) oder eine gleichwertige Ausbildung erlangt hat und die eidgenössische*
Fachanerkennung in Medizinischer Physik besitzt, erfüllt die Voraussetzungen, um die Funktion eines
Medizinphysikers gemäss Artikel 65 auszuüben."

- * bedeutet, dass die eidgenössische Anerkennung noch zu erlangen ist. Dazu müsste z.B. zum
Staatssekretariat für Bildung, Forschung und Innovation
(SBFI), http://www.sbfi.admin.ch/org/index.html?lang=de der Kontakt aufgenommen werden.

- Die Festlegung der Inhalte der Weiterbildung zur Fachanerkennung würde in den (zukünftigen)
Richtlinien zur eidgenössischen Fachanerkennung erfolgen.

- Mit der oben stehenden Formulierung wäre auch der Fall eines Masters in Medizinischer Physik (was
auch eine Ausbildung in Physik wäre) mit eingeschlossen. Die verlangte Weiterbildung wäre
entsprechend etwas schlanker wie z.B. für einen Teilchen- oder Festkörperphysiker.

- Der MAS wäre (wie bis anhin) eine Option für die Absolvierung der Weiterbildung.
- Wie bis anhin müssten die Fälle in denen kein Physikstudium ausgewiesen werden kann und/oder die
Ausbildung an einer nicht-universitären Institution erfolgt ist unter der Option "gleichwertige
Ausbildung" bewertet werden.

Concerning the specialization, the board has contacted the Swiss Society for Radiation Oncology (SRO)
to ask them if they would agree to organize an education course about clinical radiotherapy for our
colleagues in training. The SRO answered very favorably and a course should be organized for this
autumn.

The SRO and SSRMP have also agreed to organize a shared continuing education day with the topic
“Hypofractionation and stereotactic irradiation”. Stay tuned for more information.

These two collaborations with our medical colleagues are an important step toward a common point of
view concerning education. This is hopefully the beginning of a closer collaboration between the two
Societies, which is clearly needed.

Another common point of view with the SRO is the importance of the SSRMP intercomparison. While
SSRMP will remain the organizer of the intercomparison, the SRO will strongly encourage all centers to
pay the 500 CHF fee to participate. It has become necessary to charge a fee for the intercomparison
because it costs approximately 10’000 CHF per year, and our society is not able to support this cost every
year. I would like to thank Hans Schiefer and the whole team at St. Gallen for the organization of the
2014 edition. In the future, Claude Bailat, head of the radiometrology group at the IRA in Lausanne, has
agreed to organize the intercomparisons. This is really good news and I would also like to thank him for
agreeing to do this work for the SSRMP.

The “Dreiländertagung” will take place in Zürich from September 7th to 10th. Hope to see you there!

The 50th anniversary of our Society will take place in Luzern on the 12th of November. Werner Roser and
the organizing committee have set up a very nice and interesting program, where the past and future will
be mixed. Don’t miss out on what is shaping up to be a very enjoyable day - save the date in your agenda!

As in each edition, there is a lot of information from our Society and interesting content in the Bulletin.
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